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1. The Origins of Childwall  Golf Club (CGC)

u The course was built in 1938 on 
farmland . 

u There were no trees other than an 
orchard , of which only an odd apple and 
plum tree remain. 

u There is also the remnant of a hawthorn 
boundary hedge . 

u All the current trees were planted 
shortly after the course was opened and 
some are now over 80 years old . 

u The course is described as parkland .
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2. What CGC looks like now
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Aerial Plan of CGC

CGC is 6,600 yards 

(6,000 metres) long 

covering over 100 acres 

(40.5 Hectares)



3. Ecology and Sustainability Strategy at CGC

uChildwall  Golf Club is committed to a 

sustainability policy . 

uWe have been awarded ôOnCourseõ 

accreditation for sustainability ; an 

award linked to the GEO Foundation for 

sustainable golf.  

uThe clubõs website has more information: 

https://childwallgolfclub.co.uk/ecology

Childwall  Golf ClubEcology Strategy at Childwall Golf Club GEO Foundation 5



2030 Climate Target Plan 

u EU climate action and the European Green Deal. 
Climate Targets were agreed by EU leaders in 
December 2020

u The European Commissionôs proposalis to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030 
(68% by 2035?), and 

u to set Europe on a responsible path to 
becoming climate neutral by 2050
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0562
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/strategies/2050_en


CGC Ecology and Sustainability Mission 

u Childwall  Golf Club recognises the importance of good environmental 

practices. 

u The Club already had many initiatives in place which promote 

sustainability and minimise any impact on the environment (reduced 

use of pesticides and the use of alternative non -toxic pesticides; 

double glazing throughout the clubhouse, for example) 

u The R&A defines golf course sustainability as: òOptimising the 

playing quality of the golf course in harmony with the 

conservation of its natural environment under economically sound 

and socially responsible management.ó
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4. The Value of CGC to wildlife

u The course is rich in species that would be associated with a 

woodland . 

u One of the  first projects was to install bird boxes around 

the course in 2019. Members were invited to make, donate 

and/or sponsor a bird box . 

u The RSPB offered free advice and helped to install 37 bird 

boxes at various locations around the course (mainly in copses 

near the 6th, 7th and 16th tees).

u The Ecology and Sustainability Committee was established  

in May 2020
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Nest Boxes

u We now have over 80 nest 

boxes installed including two 

Kestrel nest boxes

u  Kestrel boxes were erected 

behind the 10th green and in 

trees along the 13th fairway
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Kestrel box at the 10 th Green

Kestrel box at the 13th



Aerial view of Childwall  Golf Course

=  Nest box  (a total of 82 installed)  

=  Log pile  

=  Brash (heap of twigs & branches)

=  Pond

= Wildflower zone

=  Bat Box



3rd hole Mixed deciduous trees

Mixed deciduous copseDrainage ditch (flowing water)

6

7

8

9

79

80

Starling boxes

78



7th hole Mixed deciduous copse

Mixed deciduous copse

Small copse

71 74

= missing nest box



9th hole Pond (secluded)
Mixed deciduous copse

Rows of Poplar trees

Mixed deciduous copse

7273

75

1011
12

13

77

Starling box



Our Bird Boxes
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Over 80% handmade by members except the 

Kestrel boxes which were purchased



Nest box damage
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Wind, weathering and decay
Great Spotted Woodpecker 

Grey Squirrel



5. Species at CGC

u 83 different species of shrubs and trees; 

u 48 different species of flowering plants, mosses, 

liverworts and ferns;

u 295 different species of fungi;

u 66 species of birds;

u 12 species of mammals;

u 81 invertebrates (including Butterflies, Moths, other 

insects, arachnids, crustaceans, myriapods etc);

u 2 species of amphibians
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Bird Feeding Station
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Å This area contains about 10 bird 

feeders.

Å It is situated near to the 

Clubhouse so that members can 

view a whole variety of birds 

feeding .

Å This is especially important in 

the winter months when food 

can be scarce.

Å A Sparrowhawk is often seen 

perched nearby ready to swoop 

for a small -bird meal!
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Siskins (left) and 

Redpolls (below) 

are regular winter 

visitors to the 

feeding station

One of our many Bluetits



Bee Hives and Honey at Childwall  Golf Club
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ÅThe Liverpool Bee 

Keepersõ Association has 

a number of hives at CGC

ÅWe are able to sell  50+ 

jars of Childwall  Golf 

Club honey every year

ÅThey sell out very 

quickly!



River Monitoring
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ÅRiver Guardian Project - Netherley  Brook partly  

runs within the boundary of CGC.

 

Å It has been monitored at two sites on the golf 

course on behalf of the ôMersey Rivers Trustõ. 

ÅSite 1 was chosen as it is immediately AFTER the 

outflow pipe from South Liverpool Sewage Works . 

ÅSite 2 is where a drainage channel from CGC leads 

into Netherley  Brook (see photo). 



River Guardian ð monitoring the water 

quality of Netherley Brook

u Both sites were monitored for 12 months for 

levels of Phosphate, Nitrate and Ammonia . 

u Also, water/air temperatures and pH levels 

were recorded.

u Acceptable or low levels of Phosphate, Nitrate 

and Ammonia were found at both sites. Levels of 

pH remained at 7.0 (neutral) in all tests.

u This is a good sign indicating that NO pollution or 

water contamination had occurred from South 

Liverpool sewage works or from chemical 

treatments of CGC course by our greenkeepers .
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Thermometer to 

measure water and 

air temperature

Homemade water sample 

collecting cup

Nitrate, Phosphate & 

Ammonia test kits



Creating a Wetland area
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Phragmites australis 

(Common Reed)



Josh Styles

u Joshua Styles т a local Ecologist 
and Environmental Consultant

u Josh helped with advice in creating 
Wildflower Zones, and

u Set-a-side areas on the edge of 
fairways where the grass has been 
allowed ƣŸЮŊƖŸƽЮѡƽŔũĬѢдЮ

u The picture shows Josh sowing 
wildflower seeds in these areas
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Wildflower Zones

Childwall Golf 
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Wildflower Zone by the 3 rd tee

Wildflower Zone by the 12 th fairway

American ôGolden Maineõ or 

ôGold Rushõ daisies

Mexican Aster along 

with Cornflowers

We have 5 ôWildflower Zonesõ 

with 2 more to be added



Bat Boxes
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ÅThree Bat Boxes were 

erected last year on trees 

in a copse where a channel 

allowed bats to move in 

and out safely

ÅPipistrelle bats have been 

spotted on the course



Log Piles and Brash

u A lot of tree cutting 

and pruning takes 

place on a parkland 

golf course.

u Log piles and Brash 

are left around the 

course to create 

wildlife habitats.

u This in turn encourages 

microbial decay and 

invertebrate numbers 

to increase providing 

food for birds.
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Abbey Hides from the ôMersey 

Rivers Trustõ helping out

Brash is basically a pile 

of sticks and branches


